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| SHORT ACCOUNT, &. 
| | der oleon FD aaa SIE 
T a meeting of the Brethren's Society for the 
C A. Furtherance of the Goſpel among the heathen, 
held at London on the 13th inſtant, upon reading 
the following account of the effects of the late hurricane, 
in the iſland of St. Croix in the Weſt Indies; it was 
reſolved to print it for the information of the friends 
and well-wiſhers of the work of God carried on by the 
Mliſſionaries of che church of the Unitas Fratrum or 
United Brethren. One reaſon for this reſolution was, 
that the Abſtracts of letters from Jamaica and Barba- 
y does, concerning the hurricane in the year 1782, not 
| only gave much ſatisfaction to thoſe who read them, 
but alſo contributed to the repairing the loſſes then 
ſuſtained, alleviating the diſtreſſing circumſtances 
of the Miſſionaries and negroes after that dreadful ca- 
lamity, and repairing their partly damaged and partly 
ruined churches, by kind donations, which were re- 
R/ ceived with much thankfulneſs. Another reaſon Is, 
that it may be a farther evidence of the happineſs. 
poſſeſſed by thoſe who truly believe in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and depend upon his love and redemption in 
all circumſtances, It ſhews that their confidence re- 
mains unſhaken in trouble, and in the midſt of the 
reateſt dangers, 

I will yet obſerve, that in the iſland of St. Croix 
the Miſſionaries have two churches, which are ſolely 
for the uſe of the negroes. There are at preſent above 
ſixteen hundred baptized and candidates for baptiſm, 
beſides a conſiderable number of thoſe who attend di- 

vine ſervice, and ſeek to be under the care of the Miſ- 
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- Ws: 15 tbe tee Daniſh Hands, St, Thais, 
| St. Croix, and St. Jan, there are at preſent above 
ſeven thouſand baptized and candidates; the cate- 
chumens and baptized children, who are a large num 


ber, not being included. 
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| St. Croix. Fiaumſthui, Sept. ** 1 785. | 


OP WIE PET Teo, 


rible hurricane which this iſland ſuſtained the 25th of 
laſt month. You may ſee thereby how our Saviour 


our confidence in him to remain unſhaken, and lettin 
You will certainly praiſe him, our ever faithful and 


Has done unto us in this trying time,—I will now re- 
| hour. | 
Aug. 24, It blew fo 3 from the North, 


with a thick ſky and rain, that we could expect no- 
thing but a hurricane, but as the wind continued with 


paſs over, and comforted ourſelves, thinking all was 
well: but the 25th, particularly after half an hour paſt 
eight in the morning, its violence began to increaſe 


ing to a real hurricane. As its vehemence encreaſed 


ſhutters, to keep. the wind and rain, if poſſible, from 


often declared it to be the firmeſt of our ir buildings, 


Extratt of a Letier from Brother Schlegel, Miſſionary at 
5 1 0 1 cannot delay giving you an account of the ter- 


has graciouſſy preſerved us, as his property, cauſing 
us feel his reviving preſence in the midſt of our diſtreſs, 
merciful Lord, in fellowſhip with us, for all that he 


late every gircumitance as it happened from hour to 


equal ſtrength during the night, we hoped it would 


greatly; and ſhortly after ten it proved a ſtorm tend- 
continually, we nailed up our windows, doors and 
entering the houſe, We choſe our ſmalleſt dwelling- 


houſe, "where brother and ſiſter Schedewigs live at 
preſent, for our place of refuge, the carpenters having 
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Into this place of ſafety we brought the fiſters and the 


child John Wied, about eleven o'clock, during the 
moſt terrible ſtorm of wind and rain, which came hori- 
zontally upon us, from the north, as if it had been driven 
by an engine. The child was a pleaſure to us all, being 


quite undaunted in the midſt of danger. The violence 
of the ſtorm and the rain; which was of a briny quality, 
made our faces and hands ſmart, Each ſiſter carried 
ſome clothes into the houſe with her. We brethren 


remained till for ſometime in the large houſe, and uſed 


all poſfible means for its preſervation; but at half an 
hour after eleven, we ſaw ourſelves under the neceſſity 
of leaving it and going to the ſiſters, as the wind 


ſhook it vehemently. We took in haſte as much pro- 


viſion with us as poſſible, which proved afterwards a 
great benefit to us. In theſe calamitous circumſtances, 
having nothing but the painful proſpect of the total ruin 


of every thing around us, our hearts remained chearful 


and refigned to the will of our good Saviour. Each 
_ prayed ſilently, and ſent his ſighs into the loving heart 
of our kind Lord; and thus we enjoyed the reviving 
peace of God in our hearts. We did every thing in 
our power to make this diſtreſs bearable to each orher. 
Some of the negroes came likewiſe, partly to aſſiſt us, 
and partly to take refuge with us. But now the ſeve- 
reſt and hardeſt time came, namely, from twelve to 
one, yea, till two o'clock. The hurricane had then 
reached to its higheſt pitch. The noiſe and roaring 

in the air was exceſſive, The wind ſeized the houſe, 

in which we were, ſo violently and from all ſides, 
that it moved to and fro, and cracked dreadfully, We 
gave up all hopes of preſerving the large houſe, on ac- 


count of the violent ſhocks by the wind; and we did 


not believe that it could ſtand, being old, and having 
| ſuffered already ſo much in the hurricane of 1972 ; but, 


by the gracious preſervation of God, it really remained 
| — — ſtand. 


( 6 1 . 
ſtanding. It was remarkable, that a news Cocoa-tree, 
that ſtood before it, was blown down, a ſerved as a 
ſhore to the houfe, —The exceeding heavy rain began 
now to penetrate through the ſmalleſt holes and cre- 
vices, ſo that there remained but few dry places 
of ſhelter. All our negro houſes were blown down, 
and the negroes took their flight into our houſe, Soon 
after the ſtables fell likewiſe z but we had driven all 


ſoon as the hurricane commenced, The ſpouts were 


ſeed, and was in the mor promiſing 5 and 
all our graſs was ruined, 


_ adjoining the room, but perceiving that the water 
terrible 1 continued till three o'clock, and then 


chat ran from one floor down into the other, and we 


cheſts, and drawers, were all wet throughout, and 
| great damage done thereby, for this kind of rain is 


violently, that the worſt was over, but after having 
juſt had time to drink ſomething warm, it being a 


ble manner, and towards fix, became ſo ſtrong, that 
we reached our former place of refuge with great 


dur cattle out into the fields by way of precaution, as 


all blown off the houſes and the church. Our fences, 
trees and indian corn, were all deſtroyed. Our gar- | 
den, which had been ſown with the beſt American 


| „The roaring of the air ſtill continuing very "NS 
F mendous, we endeavoured to get into the chamber 
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| ruſhed into it ſtill more than where we had been, we 
were obliged to return to our former place, This 


it was calm for ſome time; we therefore ventured 
to go to ſee the large houſe, but found it full of water, 


were obliged to bore ſome holes to give vent to it, ſo 


that it appeared like a water-work, The houſe was 
| ſhifted all on one fide, and the roof much damaged, 
but, thanks be to God, it ſtood as yet. Beds, linen, 


real ſea-water. We hoped now, as it thundered 


little paſt five o'clock, the wind roſe again in a terri- 


difficulty 
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difficulty. The night approaching, the proſpect became 
fill more diſmal, and the roaring of the air increaſed 


alſo. Timber and trees were blown about in the air, 


Our eyes were childlikely and confidently lifted up to 


our dear Saviour, and he ſpread his wings over us, 


his poor children, The daily words, and other texts 


which we opened, were of great comfort to us, and 
: peculiarly adapted to our circumſtances, eſpecially 
this, Give us help, for vain is the help of man, ſtrength- 
ened our confidence in our Lord in a particular man- 
ner. O what a comfort is this! No.man, and no enemy 


can deprive us of it: We belong to our Saviour with 


body and ſoul.—We aſſiſted the poor negroes who 


could hardly bear the hunger and cold they ſuffered, 
with food and clothing, as far as lay in our power.- 


Such rains are as pinching cold as the ſevereſt winter 
froſt in North America. 


As we did not know how we might fare during the 
courſe of the night, for the ſtorm and rain continued, | 


| each of us clothed himſelf as warm as poſſible, in caſe 


we ſhould be under a neceſſity of flying ſtill further. 


But our dear Lord helped us ſo far, that we could 


have a little reſt, and we had as much as our preſent 
ſituation would allow. In the morning about three, 
the wind ſhifted to the ealt with heavy thunder and 
lightening, About half after four this diſtreſſing 


ſtorm began to abate, and the 26th, early, as ſoon as 


the day broke, we left our place of refuge, with hearts 


filled with gratitude towards our good and ever faith- 
ful Saviour, who had ſo kindly preſerved bur ſouls and 


bodies from all harm. The negroes alſo, that had 
fled to us, returned. The proſpect was, to be ſure, 
on all ſides, as far as the. eye could reach, lamentable; 


however the more we ſaw and heard, the more we 
found reaſon to acknowledge the kind hand and pro- 


vidence of our dear Lord, and to bring him our hearty | 
_ thanks | 


OE oo 
thanks for the preſervation of our lives, yea, that we 

had even ſtill an houſe and home. Moreover that he 
had preſerved unto us our fine church, which had been 

in great danger of loſing its roof, for in two pla- 

ces one might eaſily ſee, how it had been lifted 

up by the wind. In how many and various dan- 

gers has not our gracious God protected us, under 
his wings of ſafety! In a little time ſome ' negroes 
came from each plantation, partly to ſee if we were 

ſil] all alive, partly to complain of the diſtreſs they 

had been. plunged into; and the pitiable condition of 
* thoſe, who had loſt their houſes and their all, preſſed 
many a tear out of our eyes. One of them came 
woeeping, and told us, that as he had endeavoured to 

ſcreen his two ſmall children from the weather, in a 
barrel (for his houſe had been blown down), the wind 
had tore them out of his arms, and carried them into 

an arm of the ſea, called the Pan, and this morning 

their corpſes had been found in it. Another had loſt 
his mother, a baptized ſiſter, in the ruins of his houſe, 
We comforted them as well as we could, and directed 

them all to look childlikely to our Lord for help. 

Many of the ſtrong-built dwelling- houſes and ſugar- 

works of the white people are partly in ruins, partly 

much damaged, and many negrocs that do not belong 
to us, and even white people, have loft their lives. The 

old inhabitants of St. Croix aſſert, that this hurricane [ 
has done more damage than that of 1772. Some | 

| planters have ſuffered from twenty to thirty thouſand 

pieces of eight damage, ſome leſs. All the ſhips in 
the haven, of which there was a conſiderable number, 
were either wrecked or-driven aſhore, At noon we 1 
received a letter from brother Thumhardt in Friedenſ- ] 
berg on the Weſt-end, informing us that they had loft 
their church in the hurricane, This pained us ſorely, 
and we wept with one another, pouring our ſighs into 
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5 * 3 heart of Jeſus, May he comfort each 
- diſtreſſed and afflicted perſon, and cauſe theſe circum- 
ſtances to turn out to the benefit of the inhabitants of 
this country; yea make this black congregation here, 


which he has purchaſed with his own precious blood, - 


a joy and pleaſure to him | We received alſo intelli- 
gence, that both the Daniſh, and Roman Catholic 
church at the weft-end of the Iſland are greatly damaged, 
but the Engliſh church all in ruins. In St. Thomas 
the hurricane was moderate, and did little damage, 
| though it is only thirty leagues diſtant from hence. 
| This 1 is alſo the caſe in St. Jan. We ſalute all our dear 
brethren and recommend ourſelves to their remem- 
brance and prayers before our dear Lord, and I 

remain, 1 


Your ever faithful 1 b 
\ Joux FreeRtc SCHLEGEL,” 


P. 8. Sept. 3. We have been much rejoiced to day 
by a letter of brother Schaukirk, by which we are 
informed of his ſafe arrival in St. Thomas, Aug. 29. 
and how graciouſly the Lord has preſerves him i in the 
terrible ſtorm on the 24th — _ 

We will add a brief account which we have received 
from brother Gottwald, at t Baſſcterre, | in "IS Chriſ- 
5 tophers. 


St. Kitts, Sept. 8, coll * 
25 96 AS the ende is ready to ſail, and will undoubt- 
edly bring you an account of the dreadful hurricane 
we have had here, between the 24th and 25th of laſt 
month, I will therefore (though I am hardly able 
to bold my pen, being ſome time paſt, and particularly 
theſe three or four laſt days, ſo il}, that I know not 
how it will end) juſt mention, that God has graci-. 
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ouſly preſervedour lives, and though I am not now able 


to ſay any thing of the devaſtation and deſtruction in 
this ifland in general, yet we have been conſiderable 


ſufferers, and what has been damaged and deſtroyed, 


will not be repaired and reſtored by { 150 currency, 
The new houſe* (in which is the chapel ) is greatly 
damaged and moved from the foundation, The old 


houſe, which was on the premiſes, and which we 


intended to turn into a kitchen, is thrown down and 


beat to pieces; three Cocoa-trees were broken off in 


the middle, and a great Tamarine-tree thrown down, 


and a conſiderable piece of ground torn from our Tan, 
and carried away by the dreadful torrent which ruſhed 


down from the mountains, This current has done great 9 
damage to the plantations lying near the ſhore.” 


By accounts from Antigua, where the number of 


\ baptized and candidates for baptiſm are about four 


thouſand, the hurricane has not been ſo violent, though 


the miſſionaries have ſuffered ſome damage in each of 
the mifſfion-ſettlements there. 
Barbadoes we have no particular account of the effects of | 


the hurricane. 


From Jamaica and 


Bleſſed be God, who ſupports and comforts his peo- 


: ple i in their diſtreſs, and who proſpers the labour of his 
poor ſervants 1 in the goſpel to the negroes. 


St. Kitrs being one of the neweſt miſſions; the miflioanry; for a conſi- 
derable time, kept the meetings, for the negroes, in an houſe which he had 
hired, but as a congregation has been (thanks be to God) gathered from 
among the negroes, a piece of land has been bought, and a new houle erected 
pon it. This is the houſe which is here mentioned. | 
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